Welcome to “Reading Heroes with Coach Dawn Staley,”
part of the “Read with the Gamecocks” Program. In its tenth year,
the program is an initiative to promote reading in elementary school
children. Due to the success of last year’s program, in which 35
elementary schools in Richland and Lexington Counties participated,
and close to 3,500 students read 1.2 million pages, South Carolina has
extended the invitation to all elementary schools in the state.
The program ran from December 19, 2008 through
January 2, 2009, with each participant recording his/her
reading with his/her parents or guardians during the holiday break.
At the end of the break, participants submitted their results to
their teachers. A winner was chosen from each school, and you
can read about them in this comic book!
Congratulations to everyone who participated,
and to our winners. Coach Staley and the
University of South Carolina salute you!
For information on participating in this program,
please e-mail Dawn Ellerbe — dawne@mailbox.sc.edu.

Welcome to the colonial life
arena-- home of the university
of south carolina Women’s
Basketball team!

That’s right,
folks, here we are on
a thursday night, and
the crowd is going
wild!

The gamecocks
are in a come from
behind situation! it’s
make or break for
South Carolina!

Wow, what
a great
game, Right,
Cindy?

You said
it, max! What
do you think
Teddy?
Awesome-how about
you, zoey?

i can’t
wait! We’re
going to get
to meet...

Coach
Dawn Staley!

Yeah,
Coach
staley is
great!

She won
a gold medal
in the
olympics!

It says
here that she
won three
gold medals,
in 1996, 2000,
2004!

Look,
they
called a
time
out!

“I bet she’s calling for
some secret play!”
Okay,
let’s do
this!

with just seconds
left, the gamecocks
have the ball!..

She’s taking
the shot for
three, and...

...it’s
good!
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The fans go wild for carolina and
coach staley! But no one is more
excited than that fabulous fowl...

COCKY!

KA-KAW!
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THANKS,
COCKY...

KA-KAW!

...BUT I GIVE THE
CREDIT TO MY PLAYERS-THEY REALLY WORKED
HARD TONIGHT!

NOW, WHERE
ARE THOSE STUDENTS
I WAS SUPPOSED TO
MEET?

HERE WE
ARE!

NICE TO
MEET YOU,
COACH!

KIDS, YOUR
TEACHER ASKED ME
TO SPEAK WITH YOU
About a few
things.

Ooh,
i do! i read
all about
you!

teddy, the
bookworm,
strikes again!
always reading...

does
anyone know
where i grew
up?

Zoey’s
right-- i’m too busy
with football to
have my nose in
a book!

I don’t
have time to
read-- i’m too
busy on the
court!
I’m gonna
be a big
basketball
star like you,
coach!

reading
is cool,
teddy!

You’re from
philadelphia,
and...

i guess we all
have things we’d
rather do, like
hanging with
friends!

well,
I think
reading is
cool!

in fact,
it can help you
accomplish
almost anything
you want!

But, maybe
cocky can help
me show you what
i mean-- okay,
cocky?

KA-KAW!

With reading,
anything is
possible!

You can
do anything-be anything!
Like a...
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Cool!

thanks,
cocky!

i may have
basketball in
my life, but reading
has always been
important to me...

as you
heard, i’m from
Philadelphia. I
grew up in a
loving family...

I wasn’t very
old when i
picked up a
basketball-- and
it was love at
first sight!

Soon,i was playing all the time, with
my friends, and by myself, pretending i
was part of the philadelphia 76ers
basketball team!
My love of sports
(especially basketball!)
carried right through to
high school...

My mother always made
sure school, and reading
came first!
and-- that’s right, cocky! I
graduated from high school,
and headed to college!
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even though playing college
basketball took up great
amounts of time, schoolwork
was always a priority!

Soon, I had the honor of being
asked to join my fellow athletes at
the olympics, taking on teams from
all over the world!

After college, i headed
into the world of pro
basketball, returning twice
more to the olympics...

...winning a total
of three gold medals!

Today, i have
combined my
passion for
basketball, with
my education...
...and i’m proud
to be the south
carolina women’s
basketball
coach!

So, it was
more than your
talent that made
you a coach!

I’ll
say!

Sure, coach
staley worked hard,
both on and off the
court!

Look kids, i know
sticking with your
studies isn’t always
easy, but it is
important!

I wouldn’t
be where i am
today without my
education!

Wow, teddy,
i’m sorry
for picking
on you
before.

By the way,
how do you know
so much about
coach staley?

i read
it here, in
this...

...Comic
Book?
Wow!

awesome!

It’s
all about
her-and us!

thanks,
coach!

Sure
cindy, and
remember...

keep
reading!

